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There is so much more to shotshell reloading than just the load data. Safety is your TOP priority. 
In order to become a safe and competent reloader, one must continue the learning process by 

reading and researching. Don’t try to outsmart the instruc-
tions! We offer over a half century of loading knowledge, 
wit, and wisdom in our publications. Our manuals are con-
tinually upgraded with new data and the latest tools and 
techniques. Available in print version or downloads from 
our website. Therefore, we encourage you to mas-
ter the information in our manuals, brochures, and 

“Load of the Week” at www.ballisticproducts.com

ÌLD12MG42XÎ

LD12MG42
MG42 12GA LOAD DATA

The MG42 has a wide ranging number of practical load uses including steel, and lead. The cushion 
section allows the loader to adjust the wad height to accommodate various load capabilities. Used 
for upland lead, steel shot target loads, and steel field loads. The MG42 features two molded slits for 
hunting patterns.

TECH NOTE:

When using this wad and loading on a MEC 12ga press, consider purchasing and installing the MEC 
16ga Rammer Tube – p/n 130505B-16. This will eliminate the wad sticking as is encountered with the 
standard 12ga Rammer Tube. Use of the 16ga Rammer Tube with non-toxic shot may cause some 
jamming in the tube which would require some gentle taps to the side of the tube upon extraction 
from the hull. 

Alternatively, you can seat the wad by hand with the help of our handy Wad Nudges.
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THICKNESS:

1.792”
0.725”
1.247”
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BPI COMPONENT GUIDE: 

MG42
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RECOMMENDED MANUALSRECOMMENDED MANUALS

WARNING
Cancer and Reproductive Harm  

- www.P65Warnings.ca.gov

mylar: steel and tungsten shotshell pellets are as hard or 
harder than a shotgun's bore and barrels. because these pel-
lets are very hard, they are abrasive and can cause barrel 
damage if the shot protrudes through the wad slit or other-
wise comes into direct contact with the bore/barrel. no wad 
or component can alter the reality of physics. hard shotshell 
pellets can cause damage. as an insurance policy to reduce the 
chances of barrel damage due to abrasive pellets, mylar wraps 
are always a very good idea and may be added to any load.

note: no wad can completely eliminate the risk of scoring or abrasion. pellet materials harder 
than your gun's barrel can still cause damage. however, this wad is molded in high-density mate-
rial and will provide maximum protection. follow only tested and published load data. read a 
loading manual before you start to load.



Filler & cushion wads occupy space below the pellets so that the 
load can be crimped properly. Remember, different payloads and 

different pellet sizes occupy different volumes, so you will want 
an assortment of sizes on hand. Overshot cards improve overall 

crimp quality and seal in small shot and/or buffer. We recom-
mend  20 gauge felt or cork fillers for  inside the  12 gauge 

wads.
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warning: ballistic products, inc. disclaims all possible liability for damages, including actual, incidental, and consequential, resulting from usage of information or advice 
contained in this and other publications, labels, catalogs and booklets. use data and advice at your own risk and with caution. where data list specific components, no changes or 
substitutions for these components can be made without risking significant changes in the level of ballistic performance and/or safety of the loads shown. follow loading data 
exactly and do not substitute components. we make no warranties express or implied, limited or full. failure to comply with these and other standards of reloading may result in 
accidents with serious injury and/or death to the shooter and/or bystanders. keep out of reach of children. we disclaim any and all liability for damage or injury that may result 
from your handloaded shotshells as we have no control over any of the numerous possible variations in component production lots, in tool and die dimensions, in your loading 
practices and procedures. the individual reloader is solely responsible for any variation that may be incurred by assembled ammunition. to avoid serious injury or death to shooter 
and bystanders, this product should only be used in gunsmith-inspected guns designed for modern shotshells. if gun fails to fire, keep pointed in safe direction for 30 seconds, then 
unload carefully. wear eye and ear protection and observe proper gun safety at all times. all products sold “as is”. 

italicized components are no longer in production, but may still be found in circulation. consult your reloading manual for additional details and information.

20GA 1/8” FELT 
WADS

18FW20 | #1221820

20GA 1/8” CORK  
WADS

18CW20 | #1222820

20GA 1/4” CORK 
WADS

14CW20 | #1222420

OTHER USEFUL COMPONENTSOTHER USEFUL COMPONENTS

20GA 1/4” FELT 
WADS

14FW20 | #1221420

12GA OVERSHOT 
CARDS

OS12 | #OS 12

LOAD ID GA. HULL PRIMER POWDER POWDER 
GRNS.

GAS 
SEAL

WAD FILLER WADS & 
LOAD INSERTS

OVER 
SHOT

SHOT 
(OZ.)

SHOT 
(GRNS.)

SHOT SIZE BUFFER  
(GRAINS)

PSI FPS

12-GAUGE  •  2-3/4” LENGTH  •  LEAD SHOT  •  FOLD CRIMP

130701-4870 12 Cheddite Ched209 Pro Reach 28.5  MG42 18FW20 in base  1  1/4 546.9 Lead #4/5/6  9900 1360

130909-5033 12 Federal PB Fed209A Unique 27.0  MG42 14CW20 in base  1  1/4 546.9 Lead #5/4  10800 1305

12-GAUGE  •  2-3/4” LENGTH  •  BISMUTH SHOT  •  FOLD CRIMP

180312-9909 12 Cheddite Ched209 Longshot 28.0  MG42 14FW20 in base  1  1/8 492.2 Bismuth #2/4/6  6725 1280

12-GAUGE  •  2-3/4” LENGTH  •  BPX DEVASTATOR SHOT  •  FOLD CRIMP

10943 12 Fiocchi Fio616 Longshot 28.5  MG42 14FW20 in base  1  1/4 546.9 BPX-12 #5 18gr Original 9600 1280

12-GAUGE  •  2-3/4” LENGTH  •  HEVI-SHOT  •  FOLD CRIMP

160203-7809 12 Cheddite Ched209 Pro Reach 33.0  MG42 14FW20 in base  1      437.5 Hevi-Shot #4  9700 1470

12-GAUGE  •  2-3/4” LENGTH  •  SPHEROTUNGSTEN ORIGINAL-15 SHOT  •  FOLD CRIMP

180314-9917 12 Cheddite Ched209 Pro Reach 33.0  MG42 (2) 14FW20 in base OS12 1      437.5 ST Original-15 #7  8840 1540

12-GAUGE  •  2-3/4” LENGTH  •  STEEL SHOT  •  FOLD CRIMP

120608-3981-3 12 Federal PB Fed209A Steel 38.0  MG42   1      437.5 Steel #3  9000 1465

140324-5577 12 Fiocchi Fio616 Steel 36.0  MG42   1      437.5 Steel #2  9100 1445


